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CONSCRIPTION - THE ROAD TO DISASTER 


NOTE: This article was written on August 15. By the time this issue reaches our readers the 
irke-Wadsworth Bill may have become a law. We believe however that these facts are timely. 


The United States is faced with one of the most serious attacks upon individual liberty and 
mocratic government in the history of the nation. On June 20, 1940 a bill was introduced in 
ne Senate by Senator Burke of Nebraska and in the House ly ‘Representative Wadsworth of New York, 
aown as the Burke-Wadsworth Bill (S.4164) to provide for conscription for military service in 


vacetime. As though carefully prepared for beforehand, newspaper articles began to appear in 
ieating that the bill would be almost immediately enacted into law and that by September first 
ae first contingent of 500,000 men would be in training. Other contingents were to be called 


2 shortly thereafter until at least 1,500,000 men would be in the armed forces by January 1, 
41. Hearings called by the Senate Military Affairs Committee under Senator Morris Sheppard of 
exas planned to dispose of the bill in short order. The House Committee under the chairmanship 
f Congressman Mays of Kentucky announced three days of hearings. Everywhere it was taken for 
ranted that peacetime conscription was going through in high gear. 

Then things began-to happen. Peace organizations with headquarters in Washington began to 
st their friends throughout the nation know what was afoot. : Ordinary folks back home who do 
t know much about what is going on in Washington became alarmed for their liberties. Letters 
md telegrams began to pour into Washington. Senators -and Representatives began to hear from 
heir constituents. Not since the Supreme Court issue have members of Congress been so flooded 
th communications from home. Ninety percent or more of the letters and telegrams were against 
onscription. Delegations began to appear in Washington. The Friends, always alert on behalf 
P peace sent some of their crack peace leaders, Clarence Pickett, Ray Newton, Raymond Wilson, 
aul French, to name a few. The Fellowship of Reconciliation was heard from. The National Coun- 
il for the Prevention of War staged a mass meeting in the Raleigh Hotel with men like Senator 
rye, Senator Wheeter, and Senator Rush Holt as speakers. Outstanding leaders like Dr. Harry. Em- 
rrson Fosdick, Dr. Allan Chalmers of Broadway Tabernacle, New York, Norman Thomas, Rev. John M. 
pwomley of the National Council of Methodist Youth, Benjamin L. Marsh of the People's Lobby, 
sobert Handschin of the National Legislative Committee of the Farmers Educational & Cooperative 
mion, the secretary of the American Youth Congress, Dorothy Detzer of the Womens International 
reague for Peace and Freedom, and many others. Monsignor Michael J. Ready, general secretary of 
‘he National Catholic Welfare Council appeared to oppose the billby direction of te archbishops 
‘nd bishops of the administrative board of that organization, as did the Ritiew RGWien Gusm beer vane 
‘oole, of the Catholic University of America. Edwin C. Johnson, secretary of the Committee on 
ilitarism on Education appeared against the bill and submitted a iist, of. 517 inportant™ person 
ges opposing the measure and placed in the record 164 newspaper editorials from journals in 
very part of the nation condemning it. Oswald Garrison Villard, for many years editor of The 
ation, fresh from observations in Europe also appeared in opposition. Representatives of the 
ethodist General Conference Peace Commission, Congregational-Christian Council for Social Ac- 
ion, Church of the. Brethren, Northern Baptist Convention, Protestant Episcopal Church, and Dis- 
iples of Christ were heard. John L. Lewis of the C.I.0. issued a statement condemning conscrip- 
ion, which was followed some time later by a similar statement of William Green, of the A.F.of L. 


The mere recital of thenames and organizationslisted above should be a sufficient refuta 
ion of the charge that the opposition is composed of Communists, Bundists, 'fifth columnists, ' 
nd pacifists.-Pacifists many of them (though not all of them) certainly were. But not Commun- 
sts, ‘fifth columnists or Bundists. The attempt of Drew Pearson and Robert Allen to belittle 
he appearance of Dr. Fosdick before the House Committee and to picture him as a bumbling wit-. 
ess who was easily confused by his interrogators is a sample of the misrepresentation which has 
one out to the country. The facts are that Dr. Fosdick was one of the most effective witness- 
gs to appear before the committee and was master of the situation at all times. Even Time (Aug- 
Bt L?) attempted to color the thinking of its readers by referring to the opposition as as 
eird a hash as was ever dumped on Washington." Gratuitously, it included the Communist Party 
mong the opponents of conscription, though that organization did not appear nor did any witness 
peak for it. The best Time could do to make good on its "hash" assertion was to name men like 
r. Fosdick, Oswald Garrison Villard, Monsignor Ready, and John L. Lewis. 


‘(continued on page four) 


THE STORY BEHIND THE FALL OF FRANCE 


The causes that lie back of the collapse of a great nation are usually so deeply buried in 


the mysteries of bureaucracy that it takes years of ee si on bigs Be pe ae 
j tely, this wi no \ Fee absal 
dig them out and bring them to light. Fortuna ) oted 
i h debacle was so sudden, so unexp ; 
i collapse of France in the present war. The Frenc 
ee peinine that men everywhere began to ask themselves if ee SA < ren eo ee 
ing to be revealed and w 
military defeat. Already the facts are beginn : — 
f incredible stupidity, blindness to 
tails to come out as the tale unfolds. iG te a svory 0 : 
duct that borders on downright trea 
a of events, refusal to credit obvious facts, and con 
eee "This is nae oe justify the Petain government in its prosecution of those whom ne ae 
with betraying France, for they themselves are involved inthe situation and are among t cae ‘o 
offenders. The very men who surrendered France to the enemy are now prosecuting those who 


latedly and ineffectively tried to defend France. ‘ 


On August 24, Andre Maurois, a famous French biographer and histartay SS ee 
icles in Collier's which tells a story of governmental stupidity 
corroborated by the events themselves. According to Maurois, men high in both the mar -— 
French governments knew that Germany meant to make war. They were told again and again o e 
strength of her arms. Winston Churchill told him as far back as 1955 that the French air force 
had dropped back to fourth or fifth place and thatthe German air force was becoming the best in 
the world. French air men knew it, but evidently the French Government did not. Nor did Britain 
for all of Churchill's warning, do anything to meet the situation. There were two alternatives-= 
either to begin to make adjustments in the international situation to avert war or begin to make 
adequate preparations for the conflict. Britain and France did neither. London bankers were 
concerned about the money they had loaned to Germany; others, afraid of Communism, looked upon 
Hitler as a bar to the ambitions of Stalin. Liberals were able to influence the people on be=- 
half of peace, but were unable to change the policies of the governments to remove the causes 
One Von The result was that when France on September 3, after a six hour hesitation, followed 
Britain into the war, she was turning out 38 airplanes a month againsta German production of 
1000 or more. Maurois also reveals the reason for the French delay in declaring war. On Thurs- 
day before German troops entered Poland on Friday, the French ambassador in Rome telephoned Bon- 
net, French foreign minister, that Count Ciano, Italian foreign minister, had offered to call a 
conference to settle the Polish problem and other disputed claims. Bonnet believed Ciano's 
sincerity to be beyond question and sought Daladier, the premier, to ask his support for such 4 
move at the meeting of the Council of Ministers that evening. Daladier promised, but followed 
the opposite course at the meeting. At 9 that night the Council issued a brief communique stat- 
ing that France would fulfill her obligations to Poland. The next day Ciano took the unprece- 
dented step of telephoning Bonnet from Rome stating that he had both the French and the British 
ambassadors in his office and that he believed a conference was still possible. Bonnet promised 
not to send an ultimatum till the next day, Sunday, at noon. At nine the next morning Lord 
Halifax phoned Bonnet to say that he was aware of the situation, but that the Chamberlain govern- 
ment could not survive ifthe prime minister went before the Commons at noon without having ful- 


filled his promise to Poland. Britain's declaration of war therefore was made at the very mo- 
ment when Bonnet's promise to Ciano was expiring. Whether Ciano would have succeeded in his ef- 
fort to arrange a conference is, of course, not known. At any rate, the British declaration of 


war came at a time when there was still at least a faint hope of a conference. France withheld 
her own-declaration till 5 in the afternoon. . 


Another and more startling revelation of inside circumstances that caused French collapse is 
given by Heinz Poll, an emigre German journalist who lived in France many years and who was in- 
terned in France at the outbreak of the war. A liberal, anti-Hitler, and a lover of democracy, 
he had a wide acquaintance with French officials, army officers, and. journalists. Now in the 
United States, he has written the story as he saw it for The Nation, beginning with the issue of 
July 6. According, to Poll, France supplied iron ore from the Lorraine ore fields for German re- 
armament in exchange for German coal. This arrangement began in 1932, having been engineered by 
the French ambassador in Berlin and Dr. Schacht anad Hugo Stinnes for Germany. Beginning at 
100,000 tons a month it rose to 400,000 tons a month in 1936 when Leon Blum and the Front Popu- 
laire government came to power and attempted to end the arrangement. The French steel industry 
the Comite des Forges, intervened, threatened to turn 50,000 workers on the streets and refaeen 
Blum's social legislation unless the program was continued. Under pressure Blum relented and 
the shipments rose to 800,000 tons per month and continued till the outbreak of the war. After 
Munich, Franco-German holding companies were organized in Luxemburg and Belgium to buy French 
sae Other holding companies were organized in Spain for the same purpose. As late as April§ 
Bee Boca cur: 300,000 tongs os ore per month were being shipped to these "holding companies', 
eerie. ae ea eee: fronts' for Germany. Petain, French ambassador to Spain, told 
ments were stopped, anad Leve i demanded that sh Y yet EMEA 
Be ae A shipments to Italy via Switzerland be continued. 

fe} is also authority for the statement that the Cagoulard movement, which th i 
throw the Republic in 1947 and 1938, had as its purpose the sgetti , reatened to over- 
ng up of a totalitarian govern- 


overed the Cagoulard cache of arms, it found they 
Bee the leaders of the Cagoulards were such figures 
: achable Gamelin as head of the F 

i fe) e French armies and e 
= eae meena Pate eae oe and other officers on both the active and reserve ite taal 
Sage ce hee . me pie eens ee withheld from the desperately fighting French 
ee ak be. ae oo Cae possess when these arms were needed to save thee 


d Pierre Cot were stu 
pid and ineffici 
Weygand, Michelin, Laval, and French bankers and iron masters must be regarded as sonst hae 


were of German make. More sinister BLL, 
as General Weygand, who replaced the unimpe 


Reports coming from Europe indicate that 
J11 may not be as well with the Petain govern- 
kent in France as official communiques would 
mdicate. The fact that General Petain has 
»ound it necessary to warn against traitors 
pnd persons who refuse to cooperate with him 
ma building "the new France" is significant. 
fro is the report that large supplies of arms 
the hands of the soldiers when the armis- 
fice was concluded have not been turned ins 
ceespite warnings from the government that per- 
pons found in possession of arms will be exe- 
wuted. It is also reported that one reason why 
he Germans have refused thus far to permit 
he return of the Petain government to Paris 
us the antagonism of Parisians who regard the 
wetain regime as a ‘traitor government'. With 
sinter coming on, a serious food shortage re- 
eorted by Red Cross authorities, the continued 
repression which the Gestapo will finds neces- 
ary to inflict upon the French to maintain 


“rder, anything can happen. 
EEE 


Important national defense note: Associa- 
-ed Press reports that in the army maneuvers 
‘n the East, General Truman had 16 miles of 

lectric wire strung so he could use his elec- 
ric razor. The emergency is upon us and con- 
cription should be enacted at once! 

See 

According to A.P., Judge Franklin Taylor of 
he King County bench (New York) declared from 
he bench on August 13 that "many respectable 
‘en hesitate to enter a saloon now-a-days" be- 
ause of the presence of women "bar-hogs". In 
uspending the sentences of six men convicted 
‘Ff impairing morals by buying drinks for a 
6-year-old girl in a Brooklyn bar, Judge Tay- 
or said, "The situation here brings out the 
‘vil due to the administration of the alco- 
solic beverage control law, which permits wo- 
aen to enter saloons and drink at the bar." 

HEE 

Figures released by the Department of Labor 
sovering employment and payrolls for the month 
of June, 1940 show large increases over t he 
same month of 1939 and evidences of continued 
upward swing. The manufacture of machine 
sools, for instance, was 229 percent of the 
1923-25 average, as against 144.8 percent a 
year ago. A year ago aircraft production em- 
Sloyed 1304.8 percent of the average number 
2mployed in 1923-25, but in June, 1940 the fig- 
ire was 2512.1 percent, therefore, for every 
LOO men engaged in airplane production during 
the 1923-25 period, there were 2512 so engaged 
in June, 1940. The figure for blast furnaces, 
steel works, & rolling mills in June, 1940 was 
114.4 percent as against 95.7 percenta year ago. 
In almost no case has increase in wages kept 
mace with the percentage of increase in employ- 
ment. Col.Harrington, Adm. of W.P.A. reports 
that the rearmament program will not obviate 
the need of the W.P.A. since the demand will 
pe largely for skilled workers while the W-P.A. 
is dealing largely with unskilled workers. 

KEK 

Up to mid-August the British government was 
3till permitting The Christian Pacifist, organ 
9f the Fellowship of Reconciliation to be pub- 
lished and distributed throughout Britain and 
to be sent through the mails to certain for- 
sign countries. Even in the midst of the 
Dlitzkreig, Britain has shown a4 commendable 
fillingness to grant exemption tosincere con- 
scientious objectors. 


DISCIPLES SUPPORT FIGHT ON CONSCRIPTION BILL 


Before leaving for Washington to testify 
before the House Military Affairs Committee on 
the Burke-Wadsworth Bill, James A. Crain sent 
Out & number of Letters to influential D2 s- 
ciple leaders, members of the Disciples Peace 
Fellowship, and signers of the Conscientious 
Objector Enrollment suggestingthey write their 
senators and congressmen about the bill, send- 
ing him a copy of the communication. The re- 
sult was that he was almost swamped with mail 
at the national capitol fram enthusiastic Dis- 
ciples who had hastened to comply with his re- 
quest. A number did not wait for the mails, 
but sent telegrams. Among those who responded 
were: Mrs. Floy Huntsinger, Rose T. Armbrus- 
ter, and Mrs. Isabel J. Tomlinson all of Den- 
ver, George L. Peters of Canton, Mo., writing 
from Fresno, Calif., Rose Wright and Dale Ellis, 
Indianapolis, F.E. Davison, South Bend, Ralph 
Prather, high school principal, Oaktown, Ind., 
Janice Marx, Lincoln, Nebr., Orville Gentzler, 
Wichita, Loyal Northcutt, Atchison, Richard 
Cottom, Oxley, Kans., Ruple C. Richards, Cov- 
ington, A. C. Brooks and John Dunlap Darnell 
from Frankfort, Ky., R.C. Snodgrass, Amarillo, 
Tex., and many others too numerous to List. 
Twenty-seven Disciple ministers attending 
Campbell Institute at Chicago signed a tele- 
gram registering "unqualified opposition to 
peacetime conscription." 


U. S. TO ACT ON 'CONSUMER GOUGES' 


U.P. reports from Washington under date of 
August 14 indicate that the Dept. of Justice 
will immediately undertake investigations of 
reported ‘consumer gouges', principally in the 
food industries, which cost the public millions 
of dollars annually. Thurman Arnold, chief of 
the anti-trust division, has given his staff of 
197 men an outline of suggested subjects for 
investigation. Among the investigations to be 
made are alleged efforts to inflatefood prices 
and sometimes to deflate producers'incomes by 
conspiracy of large processing and marketing 
interests, coercion of small operators, ‘fake 
auctions' through which many food prices are 
determined and certain labor union practices. 
It is reported that leads will be run down in 
New York, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle and Wash- 
ington. Evidence discovered will be presented 
to federal grand juries. 


Consumers in the low income groups are al- 
leged to be among the principal victims, as 
are farmers and other independent food produ- 
cers. Among the food industries in which these 
abuses are alleged to exist are fish, canned 
goods, meats, bakery products, cereals, fresh 
fruits and vegetables, milk, butter, cheese, 
eggs, poultry, nuts, sugar, rice, syrup, fro- 
zen foods, raisins and dates, corn products, 
etc. Among the methods of control alleged to 
be in use, are allocation of shipments to cer- 
tain cities, the use of credit on small pro- 
ducers as a lever to control prices, unneces- 
sary handling due to trucking and handling a- 
greements with labor unions, and terminal mar- 
ket rackets. It is alleged that the egg price 
in Chicago is determined by an hour's trading 
on the Mercantile Exchange and in New York 
many transactions are settled on the basis of 
daily prices published in poultry journals 
whose quotations can be riggedto suit the po- 
sition of the big dealers in the market. 


CONSCRIPTION - THE ROAD TO DISASTER (Continued from puge one ) 


fore the 
Who is behind this bill? Testifying be ee erect ee 
Clark, a New York lawyer, testified that it come out of the y g 


1917. 
which is an organization originating withthe Plattsburg officer training eee a A 
This organization has maintained since t he World War a very close ("semioffic 5 


elationship with the War Department. Te 
Pe ee coco tact or War. There is also an aide in each of nine’ army corps areas in 


United States, a state aide i 
nation. Fach of these "aides" is a voluntary ¢ivilia 


ization backs the Citizens Military Tra 2 
Bete scans. Mr. Clark testified that the conscription measure was decided uponat a meeting o 


: ¢ eae 
a few of the officers of the Military Training Camps Association in New sigh ines ne 
was proposed to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the first Plattsburg camp, Du 
of a compulsory military training measure was 
Clark also testified that he himself drafted the bill with the assistance o 
officers, 


n representative of the War Department. 


f a group of former 


At any rate, Major General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, Brig--General William E. pancks 
Jr Aasistant Chief of State (Gl), Rear Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Chief ofthe Bureau o 


gation of the Navy Department, Lieut. Colonel H. L. Twaddle. of the General Staff of the War oa 


partment and Major Lewis B. Hershey, executive officer of the joint Army-Navy committee on com- 


pulsory service, Lieut. Colonel Edward L. White, president of the Reserve Officers’ Association — 


and Major General Milton A. Reckord, Adjutant General of Maryland, appeared in behalf of the 
bill. Major General Claude V. Birkhead, of the Texas National Guard, opposed the measure. 


The bill then, comes from an officer group, men who have been officers, men who are now in 
the reserve corps and would be officers again if the military forces were expanded, and others 
who have an interest in military life. One wonders if the country would have heard so mee a- 
pout ‘an emergency', ‘a crisis"; 'grave threats' to our national life and the integrity of .oun 
institutions if this: group of officers, ex-officers and military enthusiasts had not met in New 
York in May to plan for the 25th anniversary of their pet idea. 


They found two supporters in Congress - Representative Wadsworth of New York, famous for the 


Senate Committee on July 3, Mr. Grenville 


Its chief officer is recognized as a civilian 


n each state and a county aide in 2900 out of 3200 counties in thes 


ining Camps that are held throughout the nation 


suggested as a more important undertaking. Mr. 


reserve officers and business men. About this time a committee was a ee ee 
General Staff of the War Department, it was testified, and the two worked together on S ° 


bitterness of his fight on the 18th amendment during prohibition days and for his effort while . 
U. S. Senator at the close of the World War to impose peacetime conscription on the nation. ing 


the Senate the bill was sponsored by Senator Burke of Nebraska, whose opposition to all things 
that make for democractic liberalism caused hi-s defeat at the last election and who will leae 
the Senate at the close of the present session. 


Hearings before the Senate committee resulted in important modifications of the bill. The 
registration age was cut from 18 to 65 to 21 to 31, though it is reported that vigorous efforts 
will be made on the Senate floor to extend the age limit to from 21 to 44. The original provi- 


sions for the exemption of conscientious objectors were wholly inadequate, requiring the C.0 to. 


belongto a religious body whose creed or statement of faith forbids participation in war. Such | 


persons might be exempted from combat duty, but wereto be assigned to non-combatant duty in the 
armed forces. The Senate committee eliminated the reference to creed or statement of faith, 
made the individual's own conscience the authority, provided that persons registering as COs be 
referred to the Department of Justice for handling rather thanto the War Department, and provid- 
ed that such persons might be assigned to non-combatant duty in t he armed forces or given work 
of national importance under civilian direction. There are severe penalties for failure to re- 
gister and for aiding or abetting in evasion of service. There are many amendments pending in 


the Senate, some to further liberalize the bill and some to make its provisions more stringent. 


On August 14 Secretary of the Navy Knox toldthe House committee on military affairs in a re- 
opened session of that committee that conscription is needed because the United States is facing 


"the most serious and most grave crisis in our history",though he did not elaborate on what that 


emergency is. Going further he said that there is a "psychological" need for young Americans to 
know the price at which their liberties are held; that trained men are needed to operate the war 
instruments which the nation is buying and that in event England goes down wwill be left with- 
out a friend inthe world. Senator Taft of Ohio fired a barrage of criticism at Secretary of War 
Stimson, AssistantSecretary of the Navy Patterson, Col. Julius Ochs Adler and others of the Mil- 
itary Training Camps Association, saying, "They are deliberately inspiring a nationwide propa- 
ganda out of their offices at 28 West 44th Street, New York City, and I may say, that their ac- 


tion, of course deprives of all force the inspired 
receive." 


What can citizens do to defeat the measure? The bill is still in debate 


written. It is not likely that it will be passed by September l. 
the following things: 


as these lines are 
Opponents of the bill can do 


1. Write the two Senators from 
ing them to help defeat the 
2. Write Paul Comly French, 
wiexs) [yah ilal, — Whe 


bill. Get as many others as you can to do the same thing. 
stating your opposition ‘to 


of Congress is reported to h 
ead ree ae ave said, This is not the first step toward totalitarian- 


your State and the Representative from your District ask- 


communications which congressmen hereafter 


your community to write and telegraph. As one member 


